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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CANADIAN BRAILLE AUTHORITY 

L'AUTORITÉ CANADIENNE DU BRAILLE

"Promoting braille as a primary medium for persons who are blind”

“Favoriser le braille comme média privilégié des personnes aveugles"

Website:
http://www.canadianbrailleauthority.ca






Purpose
For many Canadians who are blind or visually impaired, braille is an essential medium to access written materials and to develop literacy.

Braille is a system of six raised dots embossed on paper that provides a tactile alternative to the print alphabet.  Invented in 1829 by the Frenchman, Louis Braille, braille now provides access to literature, textbooks, work related text, mathematics, music, and computer programming symbols.  

The Canadian Braille Authority supports the following values:

· all Canadians who require braille to access information have the right to instruction to ensure the development of braille literacy, and

· all Canadians who are blind or visually impaired have the right to equal access to print information through braille.

The Canadian Braille Authority is dedicated to the promotion of braille as the primary medium for persons who are blind or who do not have the degree of visual efficiency needed to read print.  The achievement of this goal will require the support of Canadians from all sectors of society.  The Canadian Braille Authority is committed to advocacy for both equal access to all printed information through braille and to instruction that will ensure Canadian braille readers are fully literate.

Goals
The Canadian Braille Authority (CBA) is a group of interested and dedicated braille users, producers and teachers of braille literacy who work together for a common purpose – the promotion of braille as a critical medium for access to print information.  Benefitting from its members’ diversity and expertise, the CBA:

· ensures a unified Canadian voice for the promotion of braille

· provides a mechanism to safeguard the continued existence of braille in the face of technological change

· works both in Canada and internationally through the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) to keep abreast of changes in the braille code

· maintains a commitment to the use of braille in both official languages of Canada, i.e., English and French 

· informs braille readers and producers of braille code changes

· participates in evaluating and implementing braille code changes

· issues a CBA newsletter to keep the membership informed of current events relevant to braille use

· develops and monitors standards for braille instruction and braille literacy

· promotes access to appropriately qualified teachers of braille and braille literacy

· seeks funding to support research relevant to braille use

· conducts research relevant to braille literacy, instruction and other tactile means of access to print information

Accomplishments
Since its inception in 1990, the CBA has made many noteworthy accomplishments such as:

· establishment of standardized braille tactile graphic guidelines 

· a Braille Literacy Project focused on ensuring the right to braille literacy

· a Braille Technology Project focused on ensuring access to appropriate technology

· a forum on French braille

· a survey on educational services in Canada for children who use braille

· establishment of a directory of Canadian braille producers

· participation in the Unified English Braille Code Research Project of the ICEB with Australia, New Zealand, Nigeria, South Africa, the United Kingdom and the United States

· CBA Board member involvement on various committees of the Braille Authority of North America (BANA)

· establishment of Canadian Braille Teaching Standards 

· research projects focused on the efficacy of Unified English Braille

· establishment of a website and resources for public school classroom teachers who have a braille user enrolled in their class

Future Challenges 

To fulfill its mandate in the coming years, the Canadian Braille Authority must:

· continue to build public awareness of the importance of braille to people who are blind or visually impaired

· develop the mechanism to have a positive influence on government legislation relevant to access to and use of braille 

· conduct research and gather information about the efficacy of the proposed Unified English Braille Code

Become a Member of the Canadian Braille Authority
The Canadian Braille Authority is a non-profit organization that relies solely on membership fees, individual contributions, and grants to conduct its work.  Membership is open to anyone who has an interest in the promotion of braille and equal access to print information through braille.  Braille users, braille producers, parents of braille users, educators, rehabilitation teachers, and others interested in braille are invited to join.  If you join CBA you will:

· receive the CBA Newsletter

· be invited to attend the Annual General Meeting of the Board and membership

· be eligible to participate in any of the exciting CBA Standing Committees (e.g., English Braille Standards, French Braille Standards, Teaching and Learning, Technology) and  Ad Hoc Committees (e.g., Braille Promotion and Awareness, Tactile Graphics, Unified English Braille)

· have an opportunity to be involved with a group of people dedicated to the promotion of braille

· contribute to the support of the work done by CBA and its membership  

For more information, please contact:

Shampa Bose
Canadian Braille Authority

c/o CNIB
1929 Bayview Avenue

Toronto, Ontario

M4G 3E8

Phone:
(416) 486-2500 Ext. 7622

FAX:

(416) 480-7700

E-mail:
shampa.bose@cnib.ca

Reg. Charity # 889010799-RR001

Membership and Donations Form
___   Personal Membership - $20.00

___   Life Membership - $200.00

___   Corporate Membership - $250.00

___   Family Membership ($20.00 plus $5.00 for each additional member)

___   Donations $_________

___   Tax Receipt Requested

___   Please send information on planned giving options.

Name(s) ________________________________________________________________

Position / Title ___________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

Postal Code ________________________Phone _____________________________

Work Phone Number ________________     Fax ______________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________________________
Delegate (assigned to Corporate Membership) ________________________________

Choose one option for receiving CBA correspondence.  

___ English Braille
___ English Print
___ French Braille
___ French Print

Enclosed are membership dues for the period April 1, 20______ to March 31, 20______.

Signature ____________________________________Date ___________________

Total Submitted ______________________________

Please make cheque payable to “The Canadian Braille Authority” or “L’Autorite canadienne du braille” and forward to: 

Canadian Braille Authority

c/o CNIB
1929 Bayview Avenue

Toronto, Ontario

M4G 3E8



MEMBERSHIP BROCHURE
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