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MODERATOR’S GUIDE - TEACHERS

Details about the goals of project:  The Canadian Braille Authority wants to know how effective you find the Unified English Braille Code (UEBC) as a single code for all subjects.    We have two main themes for our discussion today:  

1)  We have questions about the code itself.   [Presentation and discussion of new code]

2)  We have questions about the code in the context of use.  [General questions with probes]

We will be compiling a list of pros and cons to the new Braille code based on your input, and that you should feel free to speak about all the ways that this code might affect you…  

And about the format of the Focus Group…

1) Thank you

2) Confidentiality

3) Explain process

· State name each time you speak.  

· One word answers sometimes get lost.  

· Jump in, I’m not going to call on you but I may have to cut you off.

· Explain if there are other researchers/staff in the room? 

· Audio-taping for research purposes only; confidentiality will be respected – “So please be honest and forthright, nothing you say can affect the services you receive (or your grades), if you say you don't like something...” 

· You’ve been asked to participate – because you teach Braille to students, and will be able to give us the “insider’s scoop” about what it will be like to use this new code from a professional point of view.  You will help us to decide if this is the way we should go or not.  

· Does anyone have any questions at this point?

Before we begin, let's introduce ourselves.  Let's go around the room, and state your name, and...... 

Icebreaker:  What was your best or worst (most fun or frustrating) experience teaching Braille?

TEACHERS

1.  You’ve all had the opportunity to review the sample we sent out, can you talk a little while about the code itself?

Does the code work?  Do you have questions specifically about the sample?

[probe]  Are there parts that confusing or unclear?

[probe]  Are there parts that don’t work?  

[probe]  What are the strengths / weaknesses to the UEBC?

What specific characteristics of the new code might be more / less difficult to students from a teaching point of view?

What about different types of students?

[probe]  e.g., students who have additional disabilities?

[probe]  e.g., students with low literacy?

[probe] learning braille as initial media vs. those that just have to learn a new code?

[probe]  Are there other types of students or settings that might have an impact?

[Math probe] Do you think the new code will make it harder/easier for students to learn math?

2.  Let’s shift gears just a little here.   Please tell me about working with the code in context of teaching:

A.  How might this code impact different types of learners?

What are the difficulties / advantages to different student populations?

For example, what about…

[probe]  e.g., students who have additional disabilities?

[probe]  e.g., students with low literacy?

[probe]  learning braille as initial media vs. those that just have to learn a new code?

[probe]  Are there other types of students or settings that might have an impact?

[probe]  e.g., teaching first uncontracted vs. contracted

[probe]  e.g., students in residential schools vs those that were mainstreamed?

[Additional probes]  If this new code is made, how would you go about teaching the students in your caseload now?  How would it change your instruction now?  

[Additional probes]  What they think about teaching students who don't yet know Braille, who are learning it from a clean state?  e.g.   Do you think the simplicity if the code (vs. multiple codes) is a factor in learning / using Braille? 

[Additional probes]  If this code were put into effect tomorrow, how would you go on putting it into effect with your students?

B.  Are there any other difficulties / advantages about working with the new code as a teacher?

How easy or difficult will it be to learn for teachers?  

To relearn for teachers?

[probe] Do you think people will be willing to learn it?  Why or why not?  Which types of people?     

[probe] What are the barriers to uptake?

[probe] What "facilitators" to uptake exist? 

[probe]  Are teachers going to have to learn more Braille than they have at the present time?  Will this new code facilitate or hamper that process?  

[probe]  What kinds of resources would be needed to get teachers the materials they need, to get them up to speed?   

[probe] What kind of support, special development opportunities would be necessary for teachers?  What teaching materials would be necessary?   

[probe] What's the best way to get information out there for teachers so they can begin using it?  

3.  I have some general questions about how, or, in which contexts or ways will the new code be used?

Do people have specific questions or comments about the code itself?

Do you think teachers will care one way or the other if the new code/UEBC is adopted?

[probe] Why?

What will be the impact of the code on instruction?

What benefits will it offer students?

[probe] Do you think the benefits will outweigh the barriers?

[probe] Do you have any suggestions for overcoming these barriers?

How do scientists / mathematicians use Braille?

Do you think it will increase Braille literacy?

Why or why not?

4.  Is there anything else that you would like to add that we didn’t discuss?

5.  Do you have any questions for us?

Thank you again very much for your assistance…

1) remind about compensation, thanking them for their effort

2) copies of the executive summary?  Updates on UEBC developments?  etc 
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